
Section 354, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 
 
§354. Archery Equipment and Crossbow Regulations. 
 (a) Bow, as used in these regulations, means any device consisting of a flexible 
material having a string connecting its two ends and used to propel an arrow held in a 
firing position by hand only. Bow, includes long bow, recurve or compound bow. 
(b) Crossbow, as used in these regulations means any device consisting of a bow or 
cured latex band or other flexible material (commonly referred to as a linear bow) affixed 
to a stock, or any bow that utilizes any device attached directly or indirectly to the bow 
for the purpose of keeping a crossbow bolt, an arrow or the string in a firing position. A 
crossbow is not archery equipment. 
(c) For the taking of big game, hunting arrows and crossbow bolts with a broad head 
type blade which will not pass through a hole seven-eighths inch in diameter shall be 
used. Mechanical/retractable broad heads shall be measured in the open position.  For 
the taking of migratory game birds, resident small game, furbearers and nongame 
mammals and birds any arrow or crossbow bolt may be used except as prohibited by 
subsection (d) below. 
(d) No arrows or crossbow bolt with an explosive head or with any substance which 
would tranquilize or poison any animal may be used. No arrows or crossbow bolt 
without flu-flu fletching may be used for the take of pheasants and migratory game 
birds, except for provisions of section 507(a)(2). 
(e) No arrow or crossbow bolt may be released from a bow or crossbow upon or across 
any highway, road or other way open to vehicular traffic. 
(f) No bow or crossbow may be used which will not cast a legal hunting arrow, except 
flu-flu arrows, a horizontal distance of 130 yards. 
(g) Crossbows may not be used to take game birds and game mammals during archery 
seasons. 
(h) Archers may not possess a firearm while hunting in the field during any archery 
season, or while hunting during a general season under the provisions of an archery 
only tag. 
(i) No person may nock or fit the notch in the end of an arrow to a bowstring or 
crossbow string in a ready-to-fire position while in or on any vehicle. 
NOTE 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 203 and 240, Fish and Game Code. Reference: 
Sections 200, 202, 203 and 203.1, Fish and Game Code. 
 
  
 


